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Bernhagen, Lindsley get firsts in CWRA
From series and staff reports
WISCONSIN DELLS, Wis. (July 21) - Two first-time winners emerged from the Central Wisconsin Racing
Association-sanctioned Marlin Walbeck Classic at Dells
Raceway Park. The first was a regular performer at the
track for many years who set out to follow CWRA this
spring. The second had only two prior visits to the Dells
and didn’t decide to run here until the morning of the
race.
Jesse Bernhagen has a number of Limited Late
Model trophies at the third-mile oval. He still competes
in Limiteds on Thursdays at Wisconsin International
Raceway, leading the points through mid-July with one
victory and a bunch of fast times. His primary car is
reserved for WIR, but there’s another #28 available, and
with CWRA’s recap tires and other cost-cutting measures as equalizers, he can run it against others who use
Super Late Models.
His experience was the biggest factor in winning
the first race, which went 30 laps in honor of longtime
area driver Walbeck. Bernhagen made the outside
groove work as he went past Darek Gress, defending
CWRA champion Frank Nitzke and leader Derrick Van
Dreel in a two-lap stint.
“A lot of those guys haven’t raced here as much as I
have,” said Bernhagen, from Stevens Point, Wis. “That
was a lot of fun being able to do that. They put concrete
down in turns three and four and that made it progressively-banked, since the bottom of three and four is flat
now. You’re supposed to run that if you’re on the bottom, and on the outside you can get more of a run.”
Those tidbits about the lines and everything else
about the Dells were among the thoughts swirling
through Dan Lindsley’s head the morning of the race.
He normally competes at Norway Speedway near his
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Dan Lindsley won the second CWRA feature as part of
the Marlin Walbeck Classic. Lindsley journeyed to the Dells
after his home track, Norway Speedway, was rained out.
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Jesse Bernhagen (28) looks low against Darek Gress in the first CWRA Stars to Legends Tour feature at Dells Raceway
Park. Bernhagen’s winning move with eight laps left came on the high side.

hometown of Iron Mountain, Mich. The Upper
Peninsula bullring’s race was rained out the previous
night, and he didn’t decide to trek four hours to try this
Dells show until after breakfast. Another Norway-based
driver, Joey Pontbriand, was also making this trip, but
he was well ahead of Lindsley on the highway.
“Norway’s rain date was this morning, but it got
rained out too,” the owner of Lindsley Collision Repair
said. “We missed practice because we came so late.
They did a group qualifying session, so we used that as
practice, since all the cars made the show. Joey practiced
… and he came over and gave me some advice. In the
first 30 the car was good, so we made two little tweaks
to the shocks.”
The inversion was also friendly to Lindsley as he
started third. It took him only four laps to clear leader
Darren Jackson and stay out front the rest of the way. A
caution with four laps left cost him a straightaway lead,
but he was up to the task on the restart. He learned how
to handle the Towel City rubber on the pavement.
“They’re a little bit slipperier than slicks, and
they’re slower. The car handled really well on them,”
Lindsley said. “Joey told me to take the four-barrel carb
off and put on a two-barrel to detune it a little bit.”
Lindsley, also sponsored by Era Chevrolet, pilots
the same Wegner 5.3-powered Lefthander chassis with
which he won the Norway championship in 2014. This
year has been extremely frustrating, and he’s hoping
that this outing can propel him to better things at home.
It took Lindsley some time at speed to get to his
peak in the second race. As for Bernhagen’s performance in the nightcap … well, there are reasons why
CWRA points leader Mark Mackesy is the only driver to
sweep series features in more than a year.
“We got caught in traffic in the second race, and
that tire is very, very sensitive to minor changes. In the
first race we hit it right on the dot. Later the car was
perfect on the bottom but we couldn’t go to the outside
because it was too tight,” said Bernhagen, who drove a
Pathfinder with AEC power and backing from Schultz

Transport, Chris’ Floral & Gifts, Eckert Trucking, Quaid
Trucking, Super Heat & Cooling, B&H Builder, Schmidt
Masonry, Circle S Farms, Lahey’s Rustic Inn, Doering
Lawnscaping, Schlock & Sons Trucking, Clean Rite
Cleaning Services and Chena Bait.
Twin I: 1. Jesse Bernhagen; 2. Darek Gress; 3. Jeff Weinfurter; 4. Joey Pontbriand;
5. Frank Nitzke; 6. Derrick Van Dreel; 7. Chad Devine; 8. Dan Lindsley; 9. Jesse
Pokszyk; 10. Darren Jackson; 11. Mark Mackesy; 12. Brian Henry; 13. Monte Gress;
14. Rachel Kallas; 15. Michael Sievers; 16. Dave Neitzke; 17. Greg Matthews; 18. Tod
Stenson.
Lap leaders: Van Dreel 1-23, Bernhagen 24-30 • Cautions: 1 • Fast qualifier:
Mackesy, 14.552 seconds
Twin II: 1. Dan Lindsley; 2. Darren Jackson; 3. Jeff Weinfurter; 4. Joey Pontbriand;
5. Mark Mackesy; 6. Darek Gress; 7. Jesse Bernhagen; 8. Frank Nitzke; 9. Jesse
Pokszyk; 10. Derrick Van Dreel; 11. Brian Henry; 12. Monte Gress; 13. Rachel Kallas;
14. Chad Devine; 15. Greg Matthews; 16. Dave Neitzke; 17. Michael Sievers.
Lap leaders: Jackson 1-3, Lindsley 4-30 • Cautions: 1
Limited Late Model: 1. Grant Brown; 2. Kyle Kirberger; 3. Shane Morrissey; 4.
Kody Hubred; 5. Brody Willett; 6. Allen Bontreger; 7. Kelsey Schultz; 8. Nick Nolden;
9. Michael Haggar; 10. Nick Beaver; 11. Larry Schotten; 12. Brian Gibson; 13. Pete
Moore; 14. Shayne Poehnelt; 15. Mitch Lyden; 16. Mahlon Bontreger; 17. Colton
Morgan; 18. Hunter Stenson; 19. Hanna Raley; 20. Eric Melchior; 21. Bryan Rogers;
22. Stephen Manke.
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Grant Brown traveled from Savage, Minn., and won the
Limited Late Model feature at the Wisconsin Dells oval.

Lindsley lasted only 19 laps in 2017 Icebreaker Super Late Model race at Dells • Points leader Mackesy’s spin forces only caution of second feature • Brown beats full field in Limited race • Two fourth-place finishes for Norway visitor Pontbriand
1 • latemodeldigest.com • July 26, 2018

